
Insurance         |         Life Reinsurance         |         Actuarial Consulting         |         Asset Management

® �Trademark of Optimum Group Inc. used under license.

Underwriting  
Corner

In this issue

›  Employee of the 2nd Quarter       	 1

›  Meet Our New Team Member	 1

›  �Claims Seminar       	 2

›  �TWUC Passing the torch  	 2

›  IRUA President       	 2

›  Optimum Academy      	 2

›  Your ORIC team	 3

Newsletter │ Fall 2024

• �Over 20 years in the life insurance industry 
specializing in impaired risk and brokerage 
underwriting

• AHOU Certified Professional Underwriter
• Originally from Indiana

Meet Our New 
Team Member: 
Jason Houser

Richard Camire
FALU, FLMI, ACS, ARA
Senior Underwriting Advisor

Richard played a pivotal role in accelerating 
the Client Benchmarking Tool project.  
The deadline was originally scheduled for 
late 2024 but was pushed up to the end of  
the first quarter. Richard was chosen to 
lead the effort, he quickly acquired the 
necessary skills, established the project 
framework, and trained a new consultant, 
all while maintaining his regular production 
duties. Thanks to his dedication, the 
deadline was met on time, proving essential 
to the project’s success.

Congratulations to Richard Camire 
for being awarded Optimum’s 
Employee of the 2nd Quarter!
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Claims Seminar 2024
The recent claims seminar was a resounding success, bringing together 
industry experts and attendees eager to enhance their understanding  
of the claims process. Participants engaged in lively discussions  
and hands-on workshops, gaining valuable insights into best practices 
and emerging trends. It was a pleasure to connect over an evening filled 
with delicious food, great conversations, and inspiring insights.  
We look forward to building on this momentum in future events!

Jill Thompson and Jenny Balakian are soaking up the Texas sunshine 
at the recent TWUC Conference. As outgoing President, Jill is proudly 
passing the torch to Jenny, who will start a new era of leadership for 
the organization.

Congratulations to Optimum Re’s Vice President, Underwriting & Chief Underwriter, 
Anastasia Jaegerman, on her appointed role as the New President of the IRUA! 
(Impaired Risk Underwriting Association).

TWUC – Passing the torch

Congratulations

Optimum Academy 
Check it out for Training Modules, Case Clinics, Webinars, 
and more Underwriting Educational tools.

https://www.optimumre.com/knowledge/optimum-academy
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Your ORIC Underwriting Team

OPTIMUM RE INSURANCE COMPANY

1345 River Bend Drive, Suite 100
Dallas, TX 75247, U.S.A.
+1 214 528-2020
+1 214 528-2777

www.optimumre.com

www.optimumre.com/linkedin

To subscribe to the distribution list for our Underwriting Corner Newsletter,  
please email a request to infoUS@optimumre.com or call us at 214 528-2020.

We would be pleased to send it to you personally.

Submission / Contact Instructions:  
1. Contact the underwriter directly for any questions regarding underwriting decisions.  
2. Do not send underwriting evidence to underwriters. Instead send evidence to: oric.uw@optimumre.com.  
3. Submit status questions and concerns with document transmission to oric.uw@optimumre.com or call one of the Underwriting support staff.

Anastasia Jaegerman, FLMI, ACS, AALU
Vice President, Underwriting  
and Chief Underwriter
Dallas, TX
Telephone: 972 813-0957 
anastasia.jaegerman@optimumre.com

Jason Houser
Senior Underwriter Advisor
Omaha, NE
Telephone: 972 813-0593
jason.houser@optimumre.com

Minas Joannides, MD, FLMI, CLU, 
ChFC, DBIM
Chief Medical Director
New York City, New York
Telephone: 972 813-1007
minas.joannides@optimumre.com

Lisa Burger, CLU, FALU, FLMI, ARA
Technical Underwriting Director
Columbus, OH
Telephone: 972 813-0609
lisa.burger@optimumre.com

Richard Camiré, FALU, FLMI,  
ACS, ARA
Senior Underwriting Advisor
Toronto, Ontario
Telephone: 972 813-0996
richard.camire@optimumre.com

Beatrice Mendoza
Manager - Underwriting Support
Dallas, TX
Telephone: 972 813-0964
beatrice.mendoza@optimumre.com

Jill Thompson, FLMI, AALU, ACS, HIA
Assistant Vice President,  
Underwriting
Dallas, TX
Telephone: 972 813-0960
jill.thompson@optimumre.com

Tressa Franklin
Senior Underwriting  
Support Administrator
Texarkana, TX
Telephone: 972 813-0958
tressa.franklin@optimumre.com

La’Tia Tillman
Senior Underwriter 
Atlanta, GA
Telephone: 972 813-1003
latia.tillman@optimumre.com

Kevin Cheng
Senior Underwriting Advisor
Houston, TX
Telephone: 972 813-0983
kevin.cheng@optimumre.com

Mike Greer
Underwriting Consultant
Dallas, TX
Telephone: 972 813-0961
mike.greer@optimumre.com
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