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Underwr i ter ’s Corner

Underwriting is not an exact science and on occasion, we may need to take a step back and
ask ourselves if we are making the very best offers possible. Sometimes, our underwriting
decisions may need to be adjusted due to new medical treatments. Other times, we may need
to take a look at what the industry is doing and analyze if we are making similar offers. To
make the most competitive offers, think about credits.

 Think about credits. Are you using all the credits available to make the best offer? There
are credits listed under the lipids, build, blood pressure, CAD, diabetes, and alcoholism
sections. The most common credits to overlook seem to be the build and blood pressure
credits. On many files, the build credits can reduce the final rating by up to two tables. The
favorable ECG under the diabetes section can reduce the diabetes rating by one table.
The alcoholism section also has some credits available for AA attendance and negative
CDT, which can reduce the final rating by up to two tables. Applying all the applicable
credits will allow us to make more competitive offers.



C��� S���� #1  M��� ��� 32  ��� 500 ,000

A d m i t s t o s l e e p a p n e a d i a g n o s e d i n 2 0 1 2 a n d “ s l e e p s w i t h C P A P ”
a c c o r d i n g t o t h e a p p l i c a t i o n . P a r a m e d i c a l s h o w s n o n - r a t a b l e b u i l d
a n d d i a g n o s e d w i t h s l e e p a p n e a i n 2 0 1 2 b y a s l e e p s t u d y a n d n o w
“ u s e s C P A P . ” T h e e x t e n s i v e A P S d i d n ’ t i n c l u d e t h e s l e e p s t u d y . T h e
o f f e r w a s p o s s i b l e r a t e d o f f e r s u b j e c t t o t h e s l e e p s t u d y .

T h e f a v o r a b l e f a c t o r s o n t h i s f i l e i n c l u d e t h e a d m i s s i o n o f h i s s l e e p
a p n e a w i t h C P A P u s e . H o w e v e r , t h e f r e q u e n c y o f t h i s C P A P u s a g e i s
n o t k n o w n o r h i s A H I . W h i l e h a v i n g t h e s l e e p s t u d y i s m o s t i d e a l , a n
a s i s o f f e r w i t h a s m a l l r a t i n g m a y b e p r e f e r a b l e t o t h e c l i e n t , w i t h
p o s s i b l e r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n i f t h e s l e e p s t u d y i s p r o v i d e d .

C��� S���� #  2  F�� ��� ��� 49  ��� 300 ,000

N o a d m i t t e d h i s t o r y o n t h e a p p l i c a t i o n . P a r a m e d i c a l l a b s s h o w e d
n o r m a l k i d n e y f u n c t i o n t e s t s a l o n g w i t h a u r i n e s h o w i n g l e u k o c y t e
e s t e r a s e p o s i t i v e w i t h W B C 4 0 - 6 0 , e l e v a t e d s q u a m o u s e p i t h e l i a l c e l l s ,
n o R B C ’ s , a n d n o r m a l p r o t e i n . T h e o f f e r w a s p o s s i b l e s t a n d a r d s u b j e c t
t o t w o a d d i t i o n a l r e p e a t u r i n e s .

T h e e l e v a t e d s q u a m o u s e p i t h e l i a l c e l l s i n d i c a t e t h a t t h a t t h e r e w a s
c o n t a m i n a t i o n o n t h e u r i n e c o l l e c t i o n , w h i c h m e a n s t h a t t h e u r i n e
r e s u l t s a r e l e s s r e l i a b l e . T h e m a n u a l s u g g e s t s t o g e t a r e p e a t f o r
g r e a t e r t h a n 5 0 W B C / H P F . S i n c e t h e W B C ’ s a r e i n a y o u n g e r f e m a l e
w i t h n o o t h e r c o n c e r n s , w e c o u l d p o s s i b l y h a v e b e e n a c c e p t e d a s i s
w i t h o u t a d d i t i o n a l r e p e a t s . I n t h e y o u n g e r a g e s , c o n s i d e r a s k i n g t h e
d o c t o r t o a l l o w w i t h o u t r e p e a t u r i n e s , e v e n i f t h e W B C a r e > 5 0 .

C��� S���� #3  F�� ��� ��� 49  ��� 200 ,000

A P S s h o w s a n o r m a l p a p i n 2 0 0 8 a n d a p a p w i t h A S C U S i n 2 0 1 1 .
T h e r e w e r e n o f u r t h e r p a p s m e a r s i n t h e f i l e b u t s h e h a s b e e n s e e n o n
a r e g u l a r b a s i s b y h e r p h y s i c i a n . S h e i s m a r r i e d a n d h a s n o h i s t o r y o f
H P V i n t h e A P S . T h e o f f e r w a s p o s s i b l e s t a n d a r d s u b j e c t t o a
c u r r e n t p a p s m e a r .

T h e f a v o r a b l e f a c t o r s o n t h i s f i l e i n c l u d e t h e p r e v i o u s n o r m a l p a p i n
2 0 0 8 a n d n o h i s t o r y o f H P V . F o r y o u n g e r w o m e n , A S C U S r e s u l t s a r e
m o r e o f t e n r e l a t e d t o H P V i n f e c t i o n . I n o l d e r w o m e n , A S C U S r e s u l t s
a r e m o r e o f t e n r e l a t e d t o v a g i n a l i n f e c t i o n o r c e r v i c a l i n f l a m m a t i o n .
O u r m a n u a l s u g g e s t s t o o f f e r w i t h n o r a t i n g f o r A S C U S . W h i l e h a v i n g
a m o r e c u r r e n t p a p s m e a r m a y b e i d e a l , i t i s n o t c r i t i c a l . A n a s i s
o f f e r o f s t a n d a r d w o u l d b e p o s s i b l e o n t h i s f i l e .
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C��� # 1  M��� ��� 60 ��� 100 ,000

P ���� ������ ���� � ����� �� 5 . 1 1  2 0 3  � ��� B P  ������� 1 4 0 / 8 5 .   
F ������ B ���� ������� ���� � �����������/ H D L  �� 2 . 9 ,  H D L  6 5 ,  
������������� 7 7 ,  ��� �������  1 0 7  ( ���� �� �� �� 9 9 )  ��� 
H �A 1 � ��� ��������� ��� � ��� ��� ���������.  U ���� � �� 
���� ��,  ��� �� ��� ��� ������� �� ��������.   L ��� ����� � �� 
���� � ���� ��� � ��� �� ��� ����� ������� �� ��������.    O �� 
����� � �� ���  ������ ��� ��������� �������.

O ������,  ���� �� � ���� ��������� ���� � ��� ��� ��������� ��  
��� ��������� ������� ��� ���������� B P  �������.    D �� �� 
��� ��������� ������� ( �����,  ��� ��� �������,  ����� ��������,  
���) ,  � � ��� ��� �������� ����� ����� ���� ���� � ���.

C��� ����� #  2  M��� ��� 53  ��� 3  � ������

P ���� ������ ���� � ����� 6 . 0  2 7 5  � ��� B P  1 2 3 / 7 9  �� 
� ���������.   P ��� ������ ��� �� 2 0 1 0  ��� ���� �� 2 0 1 2  � �� 
���� ��.   C ������ E C G  �� ���- ������� ��� ������� ����� 
������� �� ���� ��.   O ��  ����� � �� ���  ������ ��� ����� 
����� � ��� ��� ������� �� H T N .

O � ���� ����,  ��� ����� ���������� � �� ���� �� ������ ��� ��� 
������ ��� ��� �����.   W ��� ����� ��� ����������,  �� 
������ ���� ��� ������� ������.   I � �� ���� �� ���� �� ���  
����� ��� ����� �� �� ��� ��������� ������,  �� ��� ��� ��� 
����������  I � ���� ���������,  ��� ����� � �� �������� ������ 
+ 3 0  ��� ������� � ��� ��������� ��� ����� ����� �� �����  ��� 
� �������� �����.
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